
 

 

 
FEREYDOUN AVE 

 
Fereydoun Ave (b. 1945, Tehran) is an influential Iranian artist, curator, and cultural figure whose multifaceted 
practice spans painting, collage, photography, assemblage, textiles, set design, and curatorial work. Educated in 
England and the United States, Ave earned a BA in Applied Arts for Theatre from Arizona State University and studied 
film at NYU before returning to Tehran in 1970, just as the city’s cultural scene was flourishing. 

 
His work moves fluidly between abstraction and figuration, rooted in mythology, history, and the personal. Ave draws 
on a wide range of references—from Iranian wrestling and heroes of the 10th-century Shahnameh, to Greek mythology and 
contemporary allegory. “I’m a collage myself,” he once said, capturing the essence of an artistic language where painterly 
gestures, repetition, calligraphic lines, and found objects all coexist. 

 
Then come the four elements, the four seasons, and the tiny and mundane things: shells from the shores of the 
Seychelles, juicy figs in Greece, “Trompette de la Mort” and twigs near Paris, dahlias from his garden in Tehran—all 
dance before our eyes. These recurring motifs connect the metaphysical to the tangible, infusing Ave’s compositions 
with memory and materiality. 

 
After the 1979 Islamic Revolution, while many artists left Iran, Ave chose to remain. He became a key figure in the 

reemergence of the visual arts scene, founding 13 Vanak Street—an independent art space that operated under the 
radar for nearly two decades. Alongside his own practice, Ave has been a tireless supporter of other artists, fostering a 

sense of community and creative freedom amid often challenging circumstances. 

 
His work has been exhibited extensively in Iran and internationally, and is held in the collections of institutions 

such as the British Museum, the Centre Pompidou, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the Tehran Museum of 
Contemporary Art. A 2020 retrospective at the British Museum and his inclusion in the 58th Carnegie International highlight 

his ongoing impact. Ave continues to live and work between Tehran and Paris, committed to a lifelong exploration 
of art, form, and the poetic everyday. 
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1970    Film Studies from the New York University, Film School, NY, USA 
1969    BA in Applied Arts for Theatre from Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona, USA 
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2009 Rostam in the Dead of Winter, B21 Gallery, Dubai, UAE 
2007 Lal Dahlias, B21 Gallery, Dubai, UAE 
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2026 Move, Pause, Return, Gallery Isabelle, Dubai, UAE 
2024  Perception, Soo Contemporary, Dubai, UAE 

Number 13, Emkan Gallery, Tehran, Iran 
Eco(ed) Visions, The Mine, Dubai, UAE 
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2023  Who Created Winter?, Museum Archive Nasser Bakhshi, Tabriz, Iran 
A Selection of Contemporary Iranian Artists, Art Center, Tehran, Iran 
Process, Ech Gallery, Tehran, Iran 
Soft Edge of the Blade Vol. 2, Zaal Art Gallery, Toronto, Canada 
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2022 We, Artibition Gallery, Tehran, Iran 
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5th Selected, Negar Art Gallery, Tehran, Iran 
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2021 Turning Point 4, Liam Gallery, Tehran, Iran 
Turning Point 3: Part One, Liam Gallery, Tehran, Iran 
Stellar Artists, Sahar K Boluki Fine Art Gallery, Toronto, Canada 
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2023 “Grand Designs”, Farzin M, New York, USA: Artforum 
2021 “Collageman: A Conversation Between Fereydoun Ave & Hormoz Hematian” Ave, F., and Hematian, H., 009821 
Publications 
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2018 “Fereydoun Ain’t No Angel”, Nazari, S, Homa Gallery 
2016 The Iranian Warhol on Collecting and the Changing Art Scene in Iran. Sothebys at Large. London, UK 
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2009 Contemporary Art in the Middle East, Paul Sloman, Black Dog Publishing, London, UK 

Wrestling with History: Mystical and Masculine Fereydoun Ave in ArtAsiaPacific 65 
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