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today
The deadline for entries for Societe Dubai’s Best Job in the UAE competition passed last week, attracting 
a whopping 1,013 hopeful entrants. The winners, who will be flown around the world to document their 
experiences as brand ambassadors, will be announced on Thursday at the popular Dubai Marina nightspot

Sotheby’s London will launch their 2014 summer auction season with the exhibition A History of Art in 
10 Works, which brings together some of the greatest pieces in the context of 2,000 years of western 
art history. Visit www.sothebys.com/summer

* on the blogs

Rebecca  
McLaughlin-Duane 
writes on Bites:

“Get a taste of truly 
golden honey. The 
Taste Initiative in Dubai 
is offering truffle honey 
with 23K gold. It costs 
Dh180 for a 120ml pot.”
For more go to blogs.thenational.ae/
lifestyle/bites

blogs.thenational.ae/
lifestyle/the-art-blog

blogs.thenational.ae/
arts-culture/scene-
heard

blogs.thenational.ae/
lifestyle/all-dressed-
up

* find us on
facebook.com/
thenationalArtsandLife

twitter.com/
lifenationaluae and 
twitter.com/
thenationaleats
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02 414 5249
Arts&Life, The National, PO Box 
111434, Abu Dhabi UAE

E 5 things to do today  Abu Dhabi |  Dubai |  Northern Emirates * ins & outs

Anna Seaman 
previews an 
exhibition by 
the Turkish duo 
Mentalklinik that 
forces viewers to slow 
down to figure it out

It is a very 21st-century condition. 
FOMO, or Fear Of Missing Out, 
is a form of social anxiety rooted 
in the concern that one might be 
missing an opportunity for social 
interaction. This is the focus of 
Gallery Isabelle Van Den Eynde’s 
new exhibition Thank You For 
Your Co-operation, presented by 
Mentalklinik, an artist duo from 
Istanbul, Turkey.

“We are always in one place but 
need to be somewhere else,” says 
Yasmin Baydar. “And it must be the 
best place.”

Baydar and the artist Birol Demir 
began collaborating together in 
1998 and their work is usually 
sculptural or installation-based 
that purposely thwarts categorisa-
tion.

“We trying to talk around our 
work rather than define it,” says 
Baydar. “We like to think it speaks 
for itself. Also, we like to open the 
work to the audience so they can 
read it for themselves.”

Stepping into the exhibition is 
an experience in itself. At the en-
trance of the gallery is a metal gate, 
with the handwritten neon words 
Thank You For Your Co-operation 
glowing upon it. Once you pass this 
sign, you are, in effect, entering the 
world of Mentalklinik, which the 
artists say is a deliberate choice 
of moniker meant to make us to 
question our own sanity.

Neon surfaces reflect your image, 
a pair of strobe-light-heads swoosh 
in the corner and loud electronic 
sounds pierce the air. Listen care-
fully and you will identify them as 
commonly used notifications from 
mobile phones.

This sound piece is called 
FOMO and is the starting point of 
discussion.

“When you hear the notification 
sounds, everyone has a different 

It is all in your head

see the American soul singer and songwriter Nashon Holloway perform tonight at the finale 
of The Fridge Concert Series, the 16th season of concerts aimed at nurturing UAE-based 
talent. Holloway, a newcomer to Dubai, is an award-winning musician from Chicago. Doors 
open at 7.30pm, music from 8pm, Dh50, Dh25 for students, under 18 free, The Fridge,  
Alserkal Avenue, Unit 5, Al Quoz 1, Street 8, Dubai, 04 347 7793, www.thefridgedubai.com

laugh it up at Jason Manford Live. As part of his 
First World Problems tour, the British comedian will 
perform in the second of two Dubai shows, presented 
by The Laughter Factory. Doors open at 7pm, show 
starts at 8.30pm, from Dh300, Jumeirah Ballroom, 
Crowne Plaza Dubai, Sheikh Zayed Road,  
www.timeouttickets.com

learn about Ramadan etiquette and what 
to expect during the forthcoming month of 
fasting, family and charity at this free course 
from Eton Institute. From 5pm to 7pm at The 
Auditorium, Block 1, Dubai Knowledge Village; 
from 6pm to 8pm, Eton Institute, Park Rotana 
Office Complex, twofour54, Khalifa Park, Abu 
Dhabi, 800 3866, www.etoninstitute.com/ae

watch two environmental documentaries: 
Toxic Napoli is about the Mafia-controlled 
waste management in Naples, Italy; Garbage 
Island is about the mythical Great Pacific 
Garbage Patch, a Texas-sized island made 
out of our trash. From 6.30pm to 9pm, The 
Magazine Shop, Dubai Media City, www.
themagazineshop.me, 04 457 4283

register now to celebrate Canada Day 
with the Canadian Business Council. Enjoy 
canapés with a Canadian twist, dancing to 
tunes spun by a DJ, prizes and surprises. Dress 
code is casual, but red and white would be a 
festive choice. Tomorrow, 7pm to 10pm, free 
for CBC members, Dh100 for non-members, 
Chameleon Bar, Fairmont Bab Al Bahr,  
Abu Dhabi, registration is essential at  
events@cbcabudhabi.com, 02 446 7223

* Compiled by Ellen Fortini
 # listings@thenational.ae

Left, a metal 
gate with neon 
writing sits at 
the entrance of 
Gallery Isabelle 
Van Den Eynde. 
Below, Profiles 
consists of a 
series of letters 
with hardly any 
spaces and no 
punctuations. 
Photos courtesy 
Gallery Isabelle 
Van Den Eynde 

reaction,” explains Baydar. “What 
might be one person’s alarm can 
be another’s ringtone. It is another 
kind of language for us because it 
is all based on emotions.”

But on a more serious note, Bay-
dar and Demir are pointing to the 
influx of a capitalist way of life 
that we have all adopted and are 
perhaps being suffocated by. “It 
is called semio-capitalism and hy-
per-complexity – we are swamped 
with information in the digital 
sphere, so switched on that we are 
paralysed by the system and not 
able to think anymore.”

Pondering these subjects is in-
teresting, especially when during 
the process, my own mobile phone 
keeps beeping, interrupting both 
the interview and my thoughts.

“This is exactly what I am talking 
about,” says Demir with a genial 
smile. “This is the world we live 
in.”

One of the most enjoyable pieces 
is Profiles, a series of tempered 
glass panes with polyester film 
sheets in bright pink, green, blue 

and yellow sandwiched between 
the panes, giving them the ap-
pearance of mirrors. On these are 
printed words from online lingo 
but without space or punctuation, 
making them difficult to decipher. 
It reminds me of the Orwellian lan-
guage used in his novel 1984 and 
as I slowly begin identifying the 
words – Hipster, Girly Gothic – Bar-
rak Alzaid, the gallery manager, 
puts the piece into context.

“The piece slows down time for 
the viewer, because these words 
are associated with online media 
platforms that are all about speed 
and transmitting an idea of your-
self as fast as possible. So then we 
have to reconsider the way we read 
them.

“It is a form of poetry, because to 
appreciate it, you are forced to read 
slowly.”

• Thank You For Your Co-operation 
runs until July 28 at Gallery Isabelle 
Van Den Eynde in Dubai 

 # aseaman@thenational.ae
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