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=== The Emirate of Dubali is not just the scene of Babylonian towers or
Pharaonic shopping malls. The artist Hassan Sharif—presented at Art Basel
Hong Kong by the Gallery Isabelle van den Eynde—has been working there
for the past forty years. He began his practice in the greatest secrecy before
becoming an oracle for today’s younger generation. Steeped in the thought
of Marcel Duchamp and constructivist movements, Hassan Sharif was the
first artist from the Persian Gulf to realize performances. He later developed
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a systematic grid, arising from

his Body and Squares action from
1983, which constructs reality
according to mathematical rules
and objectives, detached from any
notion of taste or subjectivity.
Certain performances can be
described as simple gestures, almost
Fluxus-like, such as jumping or
digging, which he documented with
photographs. Since 1982, he has
taken up humble, scrap materials
to create objects like so many signs
of resistance in the face of the
transformation of Emirate society
and the waste of the economic
boom.



